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City of Mount Washington 

Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 

February 11, 2019 

 

Mayor Armstrong called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council Members 

present Greg Gentry, Mike Holt, Sandra Hockenbury, Daniel Dooley, Gayle Troutman and Troy 

Barr. 

 

Also, present were: City Attorney Hayden Sweat, City Treasurer Alice Harris, City 

Administrator Dawn Hardin, Chief Troy Pitcock, Public Works Director Ronnie Fick and City 

Engineer Dave Derrick arrived at 6:36 PM. 

 

Mayor Armstrong reminded anyone wanting to speak to please sign in at the podium 

 

Councilman Gentry led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Mayor Armstrong asked those present to take a moment of reflection 

 

Minutes 

Councilman Troutman made, and Councilman Barr seconded a motion to approve the Regular 

Council Meeting for January 28, 2019. Motion Carried. 

 

Police Report 

Chief Pitcock read the Police Report for the month of January 2019 and highlighted new 

information that will be provided monthly. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The City Treasurer provided the Bank Balance Statements for the month of January 2019.  

Councilman Gentry made and Councilman Holt seconded a motion to accept. Motion carried. 

 

Depp Rasner, Bullitt County PVA Administrator spoke on behalf of changes that are being 

implemented in the Bullitt County Property Valuation Office to provide more accurate and 

efficient data information regarding the valuations on parcels throughout the county. Depp 

Rasner provided a report to the city council that was also submitted to Bullitt Fiscal Court that 

describes activity that has been underway in the PVA office. Mr. Rasner stated that Mt. 

Washington is the first quad that his office is beginning the assessment verifications. He also said 

the software they have in the office has been under utilized and he is looking forward to updating 

and using the system at the full capacity moving forward in updating and correcting information. 

 

Resolution  

Hayden Sweat read an authorizing resolution to execute and enter into a contract with private 

sectors for the naming rights for certain ball fields and structures in the Mt. Washington 

Community Park.  Councilman Troutman made and Councilman Holt seconded a motion to 

approve.  Motion carried unanimously by a roll call vote of 6 to 0. 
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Ordinance- First Reading –  

The City Attorney read a first reading of an ordinance relating to the rezoning request of 7.7186 

acres more or less located on 31E Bypass owned by William Larry Porter from AG to B1. 

 

Eric Farris, Attorney for William Larry Porter provided a survey plat of the property being 

requested for a rezoning from AG to B1.  Mr. Farris said the public hearing was almost a month 

ago held before the planning commission and the B1 zoning is primarily to serve highway 

motorist along a major street or highway.  Mr. Farris said this property would require an entrance 

from the south of the property from the Stout Brother’s Farm.  Mr. Farris said this property was 

originally going to be utilized as the Lion’s Club facility which ultimately was not chosen to be 

used for this purpose, so in 2016 was deeded back to Mr. Porter and is what brings us here today.  

Mr. Farris stated similar properties that were recently submitted to the council such as the 

Sunrise Children Home and the rehabilitation center a few months ago.  Mr. Farris stated it was 

established during the public hearing that the comprehensive plan was in error when adopted in 

2015 and that this specific property should have reflected a B1 zoning as the same as much of the 

corridor reflects in this area.  There was concerns at the public hearing for the noise that an 

automotive repair business may bring and without hesitation the property owner agreed to the 

restriction of no business of this nature.  There were also concerns of a gas station and Mr. Farris 

said they could also look to address this in the future.  Mr. Farris said he looks forward to 

hearing other concerns tonight and said he will be available to address any concerns and said he 

believes this property is appropriately recommended as B1.  

 

Tim and Molly Armstrong, residents of Twelve Oaks and their property adjoins the tract that is 

requesting the rezoning.  Mr. Armstrong stated he and his wife has lived in this home for 30 

years and this parcel is probably one of the last highly wooded tracts left in Mt. Washington.  

Tim Armstrong stated his concern from this property being zoned from AG to B1 would be a 

very loose zoning restriction and could possibly mare the nature of the neighborhood and 

surrounding property owners’ homes. Mr. Armstrong stated that he and his wife are very civic 

minded and believe that people need to use their resources and that a town should thrive and 

grow, but do not believe that a B1 zoning surrounded by residential zoning would be beneficial 

to anyone in the neighborhood.  Mr. Armstrong stated that he and his wife want to go on record 

and inform the City Council how they feel about their property and how proud they are of it and 

one day will leave this property to their children.  In closing, Mr. Armstrong said he received 

notification of the hearing back in December and honestly thought it read the request was being 

rezoned from AG to Residential which did concern him as much.   

 

Mayor Armstrong stated that Larry Porter and his wife were here tonight and said that if anyone 

has any questions or would like to add anything they may do so.  

 

Mayor Armstrong stated the zoning requested is changing drastically from AG Agricultural to 

B1 Highway Business and he read all the types of businesses that would be allowed in a B1 

zoning.  Mayor Armstrong strongly suggested that everyone take the time to discuss as this is the 

time to do so and that there would be a second reading and vote at the next council meeting.   

 

Councilman Barr asked Larry Porter if he already had plans for this parcel or if he was changing 

the zoning to see what he would attract?  
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Mr. Porter said he was correct that he is requesting a zoning change then will put it on the 

market. 

 

Councilman Gentry asked the Porter’s if there was any consideration for the zoning request to be 

B2 and asked the Armstrong’s if that would change their feelings of the zoning change?   Eric 

Farris stated that B2 is more specific to a central business and the parking is more for on street 

parking and that B1 was for Highway Business which is what is recommended along that 

corridor. Mr. Farris also stated that there is a requirement for buffering and solid barrier between 

commercial and residential zones and with the nature of the neighborhood directly behind the 

tract that this would be an attractive barrier.  

 

Mayor Armstrong stated in looking at the survey provided by Eric Farris there are seven (7) 

tracts that already have homes constructed that are contiguous to this 7-acre tract.  

 

Councilman Gentry asked Mr. Tim Armstrong his feelings on the B2 zoning verses B1 zoning.  

Mayor Armstrong read the Zoning restriction of a B2 zoning.  

 

Tim Armstrong replied to Councilman Gentry that the zoning change from Agricultural to B1 is 

very detrimental to his property.  His concern is for the wide spectrum of the change even to B2 

and the 100-year-old trees that are throughout this tract.   

 

Councilwoman Hockenbury also stated that in a B1 zoning the maximum height is 2.5 stories or 

35 feet which would probably be as tall as the existing trees on the 7-acre tract. 

 

Mayor Armstrong invited Eric Farris to address any of these issues and Mr. Farris said he has 

heard all the concerns and would be in contact with the Armstrong’s.  Mayor Armstrong stated 

there will be no discussion from the audience and a second reading with a vote will be held at the 

next meeting.  

 

Mayor Armstrong stated pursuant to KRS 61.810 there is a need to go into executive session for 

the purpose of litigation and personnel and property.  Councilman Barr made and Councilman 

Gentry seconded a motion to enter executive session at 7:55PM. Motion carried. 

 

Reconvene 

At 9:04 PM Councilman Troutman made, and Councilman Barr seconded a motion to reconvene. 

Motion carried. 

 

The City Attorney stated the council met in executive session for the purpose of the future 

acquisition of real property, personnel and litigation and no final action was taken. 

 

Adjournment 

Councilman Holt made, and Councilwman Barr seconded a motion to adjourn at 9:04 PM 

Motion carried. 
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_____________________________   _________________________________ 

Barry Armstrong     Elizabeth D. Hardin 

Mayor       City Administrator 


